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CLUB MEETING ~ September 26, 2024
Minutes by Michael G. Louis

Call to Order by President t Catherine Friedman
Pledge of Allegiance led by Rob Feenan

Invocation offered by Jeff Cantwell

VISITING ROTARIANS
Charlie and Dara Gans from Havertown Rotary

Chuck Heckenberger from Harleysville Rotary

GUEST

Tracy Sammarone, guest of Mark Sammarone

BIRTHDAYS
Bill Friedmann wished Steve Brown a happy birthday.

SEPTEMBER ROTARY TRIVIA CHALLENGE

When was the first service project of a Rotary club and
what was the activity? Catherine said the first project was
installing pulic bathrooms in Chicago in 1907. Paul Woodruff
wasdrawn as the winner from all the correct answers (and
was allegedly the first one to use the bathroom).
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HAPPY BUCKS

Michelle Venema was happy for Bob Rogers and Sue Casso
Rogers dinner with Joe and Ann Driscoll, Jack Ellis attending
the meeting, Bill Friedmann doing printing for Home of the
Sparrow and the Home of the Sparrow having a fashion show.

Patty Jefferis was also happy for dinner at Bob and Sue’s house.

Glenda Brion was happy West Chester Chamber is coming to
the Community Warehouse today for an event.

Rich Murray was happy for the Casso/Rogers and Driscoll’s
fundraising dinner and happy in advance for the Chili Cook-
Off next weekend.

... continued next page

TODAY’S PROGRAM ~ October 3
Community Philanthropic Grant Recipients

NEXT WEEK ~ October 10
Amanda Sherlip
Hands Across The Sea

~ PROGRAM ~
WCU President Dr. Laurie Bernotsky
West Chester University: The Next Chapter

Rotary President Catherine Friedman with WCU President
Dr. Laurie Bernotsky and WCU Vice President Dr. Zeb Davenport

Mark Sammarone introduced Dr. Laurie Bernotsky, the new
President of West Chester University..

She has been at the University for 29 years and came up
through the ranks of the faculty starting in Political Science
and then in 2015 was named the Dean Provost and then Ex-
ecutive VP. The last two years she was the Interim President
of Penn West which was made up of Clarion, Edinboro and
California Universities. She is glad to be back after having
been in Western Pennsylvania for two years.

She started as President July 1, 2024. Her priorities are to
improve student housing but not by growing the number of
students although she would like to increase the number of
graduate students but not the undergrads. They would like
to erase the equity gaps making it so each student has the
same chance for success. The question is not are the stu-
dents ready for WCU but is WCU ready to meet their needs.

Dr. Bernotsky told us that WCU is an R2 University meaning it
is in between an R1 which is intensely research focused and
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Happy Bucks continued

Alyssa Pennypacker was happy for the Passport Club having
a successful Drag Bingo event this week.

Jim Gasho is happy because he had his first grandchild.
Jack Ellis is happy because his wife is expecting twins.

Melissa Baxter is happy to be back with “her people” at
West Chester Rotary.

Paul Woodruff is happy his daughter is back in the area.

Catherine Friedman is happy for going on (and surviving) a
glider ride in New Hampshire.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Jeff Spencer announced we are having a fundraiser with
Barnaby’s and if we eat on Tuesdays in October at Barnaby’s
the club gets 20% of what is spent similar to what we are
doing in September at Iron Hill.

Steve Quigley announced a Rotary golf outing at Downing-
town Country Club this Friday.

Catherine announced Drinks with the District Governor,
Monday September 30

There is a club resource table at West Chester University
Volunteer Fair where we need someone volunteers.

Bob Frame is hosting the next Rotary Happy Hour at his
house with Allison at 300 Ponds Edge Road in West Chester
on Wednesday, October 2nd from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. —
BYOB. There will be plenty of happy hour food and sodas,
iced tea and water.

Sue Rogers announced that the West Chester Chamber puts
up a Christmas tree in front of the Court House and Rotary
can decorate four ornaments and asked for volunteers.

Michelle Venema asked for volunteers to brainstorm for the
club’s float in th WC Christmas Parade and the meeting is on
October 7th at 5:00 at Mark Sammarone’s office at Arthur
Hall Insurance.

John Schwab announced there will be an Rotary apparel
sale next month.

Phyllis Dunn announced that there is an
upcoming “Cook Around” and she needs
people to sign up to cook or eat.

Mac Neilon announced that he needs
volunteers for Project C.U.R.E. in West
Grove from 10:00-12:00 on October 5th.

50-50 RAFFLE

Two prizes this week. The reegular 50/50 winner was Randy
Lindel who did not pick the Queen of Spades.

The winner of some New Hampshire maple syrum (from
President Catherine) was Charles Streitweiser.

Dr. Laurie Bernotsky continued

consists mainly of vy League Universities and R3 which is
basically just undergrads. WCU recently became an R2 which
means that you have more graduate programs and research
grants than a normal university.

She said WCU already has a high quality faculty and one big
part of that is that WCU has at least 75% of its jobs that are
tenure tracked.

AT THE COMMUNITY WAREHOUSE

Many club members attended the Community Warehouse
event on Tursday.

BOARD of DIRECTORS 2024-2025

President ....................... Catherine Friedman
President-Elect .......................... Kyle Rheiner
Vice President .......... ... .. ..., Jeff Cantwell
TreaSUIer . . ottt e e e Diana Liberi
Secretary ...... ..o Sue Casso Rogers
Sergeant-at-Arms ......... ... oL, Bob Rogers
Immediate Past President ................. Rich Murray
Directors-at-Large......... Phil Bieg, Rita Brouwer-Ancher,

Glenda Brion, Jack Ellis, Sue Flynn, Mike Louis,
Doug Meis, Jeff Spencer, Dave Wood

District Governor, District 7450............. Francy Cross
P. D.G.’13-14 District 7450. ........ Charles Streitwieser
P.D.G.’12-13 District 7510 .. ............ Dwight Leeper

HOW TO GET IN TOUCH
Votary Committee: Anne Driscoll, Joe Driscoll, Brian Fahey,
Randy Lindel, Mike Louis, Matt McKeon, Kyle Rheiner
Photography: Suzette Webb, Jeff Cantwell

Votary@westchesterrotary.us
Webmaster@westchesterrotary.us

Web support: Mark Sammarone, Randy Lindel,
Howard Sundwall, Austin Aimone



