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Recent Club Events

The Rotary Club of West Chester is always
active!

Spring and summer were especially busy as
club members attended the annual Turk’s
Head Music Festival in West Chester, and
had an opportunity to unveil our new tent and
banner on a beautiful Sunday in June! The
tent gives us additional visibility for providing
Rotary info and talking to people about
Rotary.
In early summer we inducted our new club
president for the upcoming year, Rich
Murray, who commented enthusiastically, “I’ll
be your weekly host for the next 52 weeks!”
We also thanked outgoing president Melissa
Baxter, who motivated our club and other
West Chester Rotaries to do some joint
events. Apparently, we didn’t overwork her
because she has volunteered to co-chair our
upcoming, annual Chili Cook-off!
Also, a small but enthusiastic group of club
members gathered for a rock and roll concert
in Marshall Square Park, for food, music and
fellowship.
A large group of club members and their
families joined other district Rotarians to
watch a Phillies baseball game, which

Upcoming Club Events

There are always multiple activities and
events going on at the Rotary Club of West
Chester!
We continue our efforts to join with other
area clubs for joint activities, learning and
sharing, for fun and fellowship. We are again
participating on the Student Scholarship
Committee.  Scholarships are available in
the amount of $2,000 for a student from
each of the three area high schools.
Applicants submitted essays noting their
volunteer and leadership efforts in their
schools and communities.
This fall the Community Philanthropic
Committee (CPC) will be awarding nearly
$30,000 to area non-profits selected by the
CPC.
We are moving into the final stages of this
year’s Chili Cook-Off being held in West
Chester on Sunday, October 8, 2023. This
is our 21st year of creating a fun and tasty
event that attracts THOUSANDS of folks to
this family friendly event! The committee is
still recruiting chili cooks, sponsors, and of
course, LOTS of volunteers to help us raise
funds to donate back to the community. All
proceeds are used to provide grants and
financial support to local non-profit agencies
that provide important resources for our
community. Please sign up to help with
this fun and philanthropic event! Go to



included a tailgate party beforehand. Ten
dollars of the cost of each ticket went to
support our international END POLIO NOW
project. By the way, the Phillies won, due no
doubt to cheering from Rotarians!

our website for Chili Cook-off
information.

Visit the Chili Cook-Off
Website

Club Member Personality

Meet Paul Woodruff, husband, father,
grandfather, great grandfather,
businessman, author and Rotarian. Born
in Harbor Springs, Michigan, his family
moved to Lansing, where he attended
public schools, and was active in sports,
band, student government, forensics and
debate team, school plays, Boy Scouts,
and in his church youth group. He also
had a paper route.
With a BS and MS 'in Civil
Engineering, Paul started with Esso, then
worked with Dow Chemical in Midland MI,
one of the largest chemical plants in the
world, and had the most sophisticated
wastewater, solid waste and air pollution
control/facilities in the U.S. He was
recruited by Roy Weston, who started the
U.S.’s second environmental consulting
firm focused on industrial waste
treatment. Seven years later, Paul was
named President and CEO.
Paul started Environmental Resources
Management (ERM), and built it into a 66-
company group with 125 offices in 32
countries, staffed with around 2,500
employees. Over his career he has
served a number of community,

A Bit of Club History

Rotary History Late 1950’s
 
In January of 1956, The Rotary Club of
West Chester was approached by the
Mansion House, and informed that the
price of lunch would be raised to $1.25
($11.98 in 2021 dollars). The board
begrudgingly approved the increase, but
was soon approached by a contingent
from the Lions Club who also held their
meetings at that location.  The Lions, less
willing to stand for the increased cost,
proposed to join with the Rotarians and
present a united front. The 2 clubs sent
their shrewdest negotiators back to the
Mansion House and demanded that the
outrageous price of a buck and a quarter
not only include lunch, but also
gratuity. The Mansion House agreed, and
the club continued to meet there for
another three and half years.
 
In July of 1959, newly elected president
Howard Schaeffer’s first order of business
was to deal with the growing
dissatisfaction with the members
regarding the Mansion House.   The club
was being pursued by the Elks to move
meetings to their new lodge on
Washington Street. The Elks were
promising to have air conditioning
installed in their meeting room. A vote
among the membership was
overwhelmingly in favor and in late
August of that year the club began
meeting weekly at the Elks where they
would remain for nearly 50 years.
 



professional and business organizations –
too many to mention in this short article.
He and his wife Marcia married in 1959,
and have 6 children, 20 grandchildren
and 15 great grandchildren… and
counting!
His interests include business and
professional travel - he has been to all 50
states and 100 plus countries - most of
them with Marcia.  He loves to swim, and
still bikes. He is an avid reader and author
of two published books, an
autobiography, and recently, The
Successful Entrepreneur Playbook, and is
working on a third, The Adventures of
Freddy the Frog. Pick up a copy of one of
his books; Paul will be happy to
autograph it for you!!

Cocktail of the Quarter

“Cheers!”
One of the most prolific drinkers of recent
history was Ernest Hemingway. And while
you can’t drink with Hemingway, you can
drink what Hemingway drank. Which
leads us to Hem’s favorite cocktail: the
Daiquiri. The drink originated in Cuba,
where rum and limes abound, and
combining the two along with a sweetener
makes a delicious concoction. Papa
drank his at his favorite watering hole, the
Floridita in Havana. It’s still there, now
flooded with tourists who pack the place
from morning till midnight trying to
channel – or at least imitate – the great
man. The uniformed bartenders, with their
continuous assembly line of Daiquiris that
disappear as fast as they can make them,
are a sight to see. Here’s a simple recipe
for this delicious mixture, just right for a

Spotlight on One of our Non-
Profits

North Star of Chester County

North Star is one of the area non-profits
that has been selected by the Rotary
Club's Community Philanthropic
Committee as a grant recipient.
North Star was founded in 1993 as the
Interfaith Housing Assistance Corporation
of Chester County by the Religious
Council of Greater West Chester to fill
gaps in service needs to single working
parents. It was incorporated in 1993 and
changed its name to North Star of
Chester County.
North Star is a social service agency
whose staff has over 50 years of case
management experience, and knows the
critical path to sell sufficiency, and
resources available to help single parent
families with dependent children. North
Star helps prevent homelessness, and
promotes self-sufficiency by advocating



warm late-summer day.
The Daiquiri
2 ounces of blanco rum
1 lime, freshly squeezed (about 1 ounce)
3/4 ounce of simple syrup (adjust for your
taste)
Shake, strain and sip (Go ahead, have
another. Hemingway would.)

and motivating clients, and providing
them with a “hands up’ approach. Over
half of North Star's clients have received
rental assistance, and receive case
management. Clients are encouraged to
remain in the program for up to three
years.
Don Neimetz, the executive director, is a
member of the Rotary Club, and Rotarian
Michael Louis has been on the board
since the agency's inception.
In 2015, the United Way of Chester
County named North Star the Community
Partner of the Year.

Visit our
Website

 
The following members of the Rotary Club of West Chester contributed to this newsletter:
Cathy Palmquist, Anne Driscoll, Bill Friedmann, Howard Sundwall, Glenda Brion and Jeff
Cantwell
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