
CLUB MEETING ~ September 12,  2024
Minutes by Brian Fahey and Joe Driscoll

Call to Order by President Catherine Friedman
Pledge of Allegiance led by Capt. Jesus Corraliza
InvocaƟ on off ered  by Larry Miller

VISITING ROTARIAN
Dennis Wallace from the Greater 
West Chester Sunrise club paid us 
a visit to have lunch with his wife,
Carol Hanson.

BIRTHDAYS
Phyllis Dunn wished happy birthday to Deb Sparre
Diana Liberi wished happy birthday to Rich Murray

RROTARIAN OF THE MONTH
Joe Driscoll was recognized as 
our Rotarian of the Month, in 
parƟ cular for his work behind 
the scenes in seƫ  ng up our 
meeƟ ng rooms.

LUNCH PRICE INCREASE
Due to price increases from the Country Club, the new price 
for lunch will be $25 and $10 for drinks and dessert.

SEPTEMBER ROTARY TRIVIA CHALLENGE
When was the fi rst service project of the fi rst Rotary club 
and what was the ac  vity? Submit your answer in the box 
on the speaker’s table. A reandom drawing of all correct 
answers will be made each month for a “great” prize.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Iron Hill Brewery Donate 20% Fundraiser is ongoing 
every Wednesday this month..
The Community Warehouse Project drop off  is 9/21.
Social media masters are needed for the CommunicaƟ ons 
CommiƩ ee.
Rich Murray is looking for a club team for the Chili Cook-Off .

.... conƟ nued next page
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TODAY’S PROGRAM   ~  September 19
Club Business / InducƟ on of ChrisƟ ne Zaccarelli

Classifi caƟ on Talk

NEXT WEEK  ~  September 26
WCU President Dr. Laurie Bernotsky

West Chester University: The Next Chapter

~ PROGRAM ~ 
Bruce Mowday 

Lafaye  e at Brandywine

Bruce Mowday, the former Managing 
Editor of the Daily Local News, is a 
prolifi c author featuring local histo-
ry. He serves as Chair of the Chester 
County Planning Commission for our 
contry’s 250th birthday. At today’s 
presentaƟ on, he spoke about his 
latest book, Lafaye  e at Brandywine: 
The Making of an American Hero.
Bruce feels LafayeƩ e would have 
made a good Rotarian because the young French hero of 
the American RevoluƟ on displayed, by his example and 
leadership, Rotary’s Four Way Test.
LafayeƩ e leŌ  France at age 19 to fi ght for the concept of 
freedom and independence. He didn’t speak English when 
he leŌ  France, but learned some on the boat on his way 
over. He contributed much of his personal fortune to the 
independence eff ort. He was instrumental in geƫ  ng the 
criƟ cal support of France for the American colonies. 
The anniversary of the BaƩ le of Brandywine was on Sep-
tember 11 and Bruce aƩ ended a commemoraƟ on at Bran-
dywine BaƩ lefi eld State Park. LafayeƩ e was wounded at the 
BaƩ le of Brandywine. 
There are upcoming events to celebrate LafayeƩ e’s return 
to the U.S. in 1824. At that Ɵ me President Monre wanted to 
commemorate the country’s founding and invited LafayeƩ e 
to tour the U.S. for a four-months.. LafayeƩ e visited Chester 
County in 1825 during his stay and delivered a speech on 
LafayeƩ e St., near Marshall Square Park. His tour was so 
popular it lasted thirteen months teen because so many 
states wanted him to visit. 

.... conƟ nued next page
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Announcements conƟ nued
The Restaurant FesƟ val is this Sunday, 9/15. We will have a 
table there and we need volunteers.
The Passport Club is having a Drag Bingo fundraiser on 9/24.
The next golf ouƟ ng will be on 9/27 at the Downingtown 
Country Club.
The Hospitality CommiƩ ee is looking for cooks who can 
entertain 4-6 people to cook in their Dine Around program. 
Eaters/guests are also needed!

HAPPY BUCKS
PaƩ y Jeff eris is happy to be back at Rotary aŌ er a short 
absence.
Phil McFadden is happy to have been at Rotary Night at the  
Phillies last night and to see a win! 
Sue Casso Rogers is happy about Mac Neilon, who is being 
recognized by the Chamber of Commerce as the CiƟ zen of 
the Year.
Sue is also happy that Bill Friedmann and Chelle Venema will 
be recognized as “Megastars” by the Boy Scouts on October 
17th.
Dennis Wallace is happy about the service that he received 
from Bill Ronayne and his company for his broken air 
condiƟ oning system. He is also happy about doing business 
with Blue Dog PrinƟ ng, who provided him with snazzy new 
business cards. 
Ruby Abouraya is happy about upcoming events at Safe HAr-
bor. She is also happy about the rush T-shirt orders that Blue 
Dog recently provided. She is also happy about parƟ cipaƟ ng 
in the upcoming F4 Chili Cook Off .
Andrew Stump is happy that his daughter and son-in-law are 
moving back to the Philly area.
Steve Quigley is happy that he and his wife have recovered 
from Covid.

MINI RE-CLASSIFICATION TALK: 
CHARLES STREITWIESER
Charles has been in our club for 30 
years and has been a Rotarian for 36. 
He currently doing project research 
for a venture capital fi rm and 
pro-bono work for non-profi ts. His 
company has four funds that work 
with a variety of companies, including early-stage compa-
nies. 50% of the companies in the U.S. are private and those 
companies get their capital through private invesƟ ng. 
CharIes is on the board of Psych Health, a company that is 
developing a diagnosƟ c tool that is web-based. It will allow 
people to get a snapshot of their mental health quickly, con-
veniently (from their primary cre doctor), and at a low cost. 

.... conƟ nued next column

Charles Streitwieser conƟ nued
Over the years, Charles has contributed to the club by help-
ing conduct community needs assessments on an ongoing 
basis and automaƟ ng that system through working on our 
Community Philanthropic Grants. Needs assessments helped 
the club be more connected to the local community. In 
addiƟ on to serving on many club commiƩ ees over the years, 
Charles was instrumental in forming our club foundaƟ on. 
And he  developed a corporate and estate planning tool 
during his term as club President. 
Charles feels he has greatly benefi ted from Rotary in the
friendships forged, in giving back as a servant leader, and his 
conƟ nuing desire to make West Chester a beƩ er place.

50-50 RAFFLE
Jeff  Cantwell purchased the winning Ɵ cket, but drew the 
King of Spades, not the Queen, so no jackpot.

Bruce Mowday conƟ nued

Bruce noted that in his GeƩ ysburg 
Address, Lincoln implored us all to 
never forget the sacrifi ces  of those who 
fought for our freedoms. We sƟ ll have 
that duty today, years aŌ er Lincoln’s 
speech. 
Following Bruce’s presentaƟ on, he did 
book signings for his literary works.


