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CLUB MEETING ~ January 16, 2025
Minutes by Joe Driscoll

Katie Martin checked us in —
accepting cash and Venmo.

Call to Order by President Catherine Friedman
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Rita Brouwer-Ancher
Invocation was offered by Paul Woodruff

GUESTS

We were happy to welcom Nathan
Miller, former past president of a
Pittsburgh, PA Rotary club and who's
interested in joining WC Rotary.

Skye Liljestrand , who has been
approved for membership and is in the
gueue for induction.

BIRTHDAYS
Bill Ronayne, celebrated by Bill Friedmann
Katie Martin, toasted by Glenda Brion

John Schwab received greetings offered from Joe Driscoll

ROTARY TRIVIA CHALLENGE FOR JANUARY

What is the greatest distance from Chicago that a Rotary
Club Banner has been displayed? Write your name and an-
swer on a card and leave it at the speaker’s table or email
your answer to President Catherine at cfriedrotary@gmail.
com — a drawing from all correct answers will take place at
the last meeting of the month for a “fabulous” prize.

... continued next page

TODAY’S PROGRAM ~ January 23
The Rev Sherry Deets
Episcopal Church of the Trinity and Thistle Hill
NEXT WEEK ~ January 30
Chirstopher de Barrena-Sarobe
District Attorney of Chester County

~ PROGRAM ~
Glenda Brion
Community Warehouse Project

Since both classification
talks canceled for today,
Glenda Brion, CEO/Execu-
tive Director of the
Community Warehouse
Project, agreed at the last
minute to speak on her
organization’s efforts in
providing home living es-
sentials to folks in need
around Chester County.

The
Community
Warehouse

Project
Update

Glenda, sporting a new Rotary Club sweat shirt,proudly
noted CWP has completed its seventh year, and gratefully ac-
knowledged the support of the Rotary Club of West Chester
since day one.

Glenda shared a slide that summariz-
es CWP’s achievements over this past
fiscal year with notable statistics:

546 households served
698 beds provided

792 adults served

649 children served

124 veterans served
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In fact, from 2017 through 2024,
over 2,300 households in the County have been served by
the Community Warehouse Project.

... continued next page



Meeting Minutes continued

HAPY BUCKS

Carol Hanson, happy that West Chester Rotary was featured
in the District Report about their participation in Hands-
Across-The Sea.

Paul Woodruff happy to report
that his granddaughter is ex-
pecting her 3rd child; that his
second Freddie the Frog book is
out for sale; and that he is to be
interviewed on Hershey’s Mill
closed circuit TV.

Miranda Reilly gave a plug for
her employer, ServPro.

Bob Frame expressed his enjoyment over last week’s pro-
gram featured speaker, Nick Doak, of the West Chester
Music Academy, a young musician/entrepreneur.

Mark Sammarone happy for the insurance claims for frozen
and burst pipes this weather brings.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mac Neilon is once again coordinating a club fundraiser —
our 3rd annual Super Bowl football pool at $25 per square.
Contact Mac to place your square.

RECUPERATING ROTARIANS

Patty Jefferis shared news that Suzette Webb had foot
surgery

Sue Casso Rogers noted that Mike Louis recently had a hip
replacement.
50-50

The 50-50 drawing will be on hiatus until our meetings re-
turn to the WC Country Club.

) THE MAGIC
OF ROTARY

Community Warehouse Project continued

Glenda explained that CWP coordinates its efforts with 111
agencies who help vet individuals’ needs. Working within

a $500,000 budget, CWP relies on donations, grants, and
events, as well as $50,000 from Chester County. Recent
social events produced $160,000 in supporting revenue.

The bulk of expenses result from transportation costs,
froom a local moving company’s services for CWP client
deliveries. Some of their largest expenditures go towards
purchases of new bedding, to the tune of $97K and $10K
for microwave ovens.

Glenda expressed her gratitude for Eli Kahn’s donation of
the two warehouses, one here in West Chester and a newer
additional one in Downingtown. This represents an annual
savings in $85,000 in rent.

Glenda finished by encouraging everyone to get the word
out about drop offs of usable household goods which is
easy and convenient. The CWP website notes what dona-
tions are desirable and the schedule for easy drop-off.
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