


Upcoming aub Events 

Late Fall and Winter Activities for 
Rotarians and Friends 
1 ne Iate 1a11 ana wmte· monms onng a Christmas Parade 
variety of meaningful and festive activities for Adding to the excitement this year, our club 
Rotarians _and their friends, offerinQ will participate in the borough's Christmas 
opportunities to serve the community, parade! Members will either ride on a 
celebrate the season, and strengthen beautifully decorated float or walk alongside 
connections. it, spreading holiday cheer with carols and 
Salvation Army Bell Ringing festive smiles. Everyone will be decked out in 
One of the most cherished holiday traditions matching Christmas-themed attire, making 
is volunteering for the Salvation Army's bell- for a unified and joyful presence. Be sure to 
ringing campaign. Several members don watch for us as we brinQ Rotary's spirit to the 
distinctive Salvation A my/Rotary aprons as streets of West Chester! 
they ring bells at locations like ShopRite and Informal Gatherings
the Amish Market on Route 926. These As we move into the new year, a recently 
efforts aim to draw attention to the bright_ red introduced activity will continue: informal 
kettles and encourage shoppers to contnbute monthly gatherings at members' homes. 
to this worthy cause. The Amish Market shift These relaxed social events, initiated in 
is especially popular anong members, as it 2024, have quickly become a favorite among 
not only allows them to serve their members. Four or five gracious hosts have 
community but also P,rovid_es an op�ortunity already opened their homes, providing a
to explore the markets unique offerings. warm and welcoming space for fellowship. 
After their shift, many members enjoy . These gatherings foster deeper connections 
browsing and purchasing delicious Amish among members, offering a chance to 
foods and handcraftec items, making the unwind and enjoy each other's company 
experience both rewarding and delightful. outside of regular meetings and events. 
Holiday Party As the year draws to a close, we look 
Another highlight of the season is the Rotary forward to all that lies ahead in the new year. 
holiday party, a time for members and their From all of us in Rotary, HAPPY NEW 
spouses or significant others to come YEAR! May your season be filled with joy, 
together and celebrate. This annual event goodwill, and the spirit of giving. 
offers a festive atmosphere filled with 
laughter, camaraderie, and holiday cheer. It's Written by Cathy Palmquist
a moment to reflect or the year's 
accomplishments and enjoy the fellowship 
that is at the heart of Rotary. 

A Bit of Club History 

In 1985, Rotary International launched 
the End Polio Now campaign. Here in 
WC, the club pitched in to do its part. We 
instituted a $.12 per weekl per member 
"tip" that went to the Polio Plus fund. Thalt 
fund was given a boost on August 
28thwhen Past President Paul Woodruff 
presided over the meeting and promptly 
fined every member a buck for not 
wearing their pin. By the end of 1986, the 
club raised $1225, enough to immunize 
10,208 children. Concurrently, the club 
committed to raising $150K over five 
years to fight polio. After the first year, we 
were at $52K thanks to the generous 
pledges by 12 of our members. 

In 1987, we kicked off the fruit sale­
oranges were $16/case and grapefruits 
were $13. All proceeds benefited the WC 
Senior Center. On February 12, 1987, 26 
Rotarians gave blood- it was noted that 
the club's youngest member, Jim Gasho 
donated twice. Later in the spring, 
Rotarians volunteered to play a big part 
in the fourth annual Chester County 
Hospital May Festival and we raised over 
$6000 for the RI foundation with our 
Spring Auction. 

The following spring, the dynamic 
changed as membership was opened to 
women for the first time in the clubs 67-
year history. Mel Josephs was inducted in 
March of 1988 followed a month later by 
Linda Hicks. Both ladies would later serve 
as club presidents. 

1988-89 saw some interesting speakers 
visit our club including Jim Briggs who 
spoke of installing a new 911 call system 
in Chester County, Stephanie Seltzer, a 
Holocaust Survivor, Reggie Wilkes, 
former Linebacker for the Philadelphia 
Eagles, and Bruce Sellers, who spoke 
about a rapidly growing company that he 
believed would change the retail 
environment that was established right 
here in West Chester called ave.

Written by Bill Friedmann 

Believe and Achieve outreach partnerships, and quality 
outreach programing make a positive 
and lasting difference in youths lives. Providing basic needs to children and 

families in local neighborhoods is a goal 
of Believe and Achieve (BA). The non­
profit agency works with children living 
with limited resources, as well as 
children and adults with physical and 
mental disabilities. BA helps improves 
basic needs but atso helps children 

BA programs include the enhancement 
of summer programs provided by local 
school districts and community youth 
organizations. The Farm Fresh Market 

build self-esteem and confidence. 
Providing children the opportunity to 
believe in themselves and giving them 
the chance for success in life, BA works 
to educate and inspire them, providing 
outreach opportunities and experiential 
learning. BA's premise is that strong 
community partnerships, quality 

is another BA program, as well as #100 
Meals program, which is supported by 
participating restaurants. Past programs 
included After-School Scholarships, and 
the Weekend Backpack Nutritional 
Support Program. 

The BA program has been funded, in 
part', for, a number of y,eans by, the 
Community Philanthroplc Committee 
(CP,G) of the Rotary Club of West· 

Non Proftt of the Quarter 

William (Bill) Friedmann: A Journey of 
Community and Entrepreneurship 

William (Bill) Friedmann, the owner and 
founder of Blue Dog Printing & Design, 
has made significant strides in his 
business and community since his 
humble beginnings in Prospect Park. 
Born on July 1, 1971, he moved to 
Springfield in 1976 and West Chester in 
1996. Bill grew up in a close-knit family, 
with his father working at CoreStates 
Bank and his mother caring for him and 
his siblings. His early involvement in Boy 
Scouts, where he earned the rank of 
Eagle Scout, shaped his leadership skills 
and values. 

Bill's educational journey began at 
Springfield High School, where he 
graduated in 1989. He pursued a degree 
in Pre-Law at Elizabethtown College, 
earning his BA in 1993. After a brief stint 
in the workforce, he returned to West 
Chester University to earn his Master's in 
2009. 

Club Member Personallty 

His career took off at Wawa, where he 
entered the Store Management Training 
Program. Over the years, he managed 
several locations and contributed to 
corporate projects, including the 
introduction of touchscreen ordering. In 
2003, lhe and his wife Debi launched Blue
Dog Puinting & Design, combining her 
graphic design expertise with his 
management skills. By 2005, he 
transitioned to the business full-time and 
later expanded their offerings by 
acquiring a promotional products 
business. 

Bill's achievements have not gone 
unnoticed; he was named the Exton 
Region Chamber of Commerce Small 
Business Person of the Year in 2014 and 
received the Greater West Chester 
Chamber of Commerce Business of the 
Year award in 2022. 

Outside of work, Bill treasures his family 
life witih Debi and their daughter Alex, 
born in 2001. A passionate Philadelphia 
soorts fan. he eniovs aolf. readina historv. 

and cooking. As a dedicated volunteer, he 
even plays the role of Santa during the 
holiday season. 

Since joining Rotary in 2012, Bill has 
forged lifelong friendships and engaged 
with community leaders, emphasizing his 
commitment to making a positive impact. 
Looking ahead, he aims to mentor 
aspiring entrepreneurs and integrate 
sustainable practices into his business 
while cherishing time with his family and 
exploring new cultures around the world. 
Bill Friedmann's journey exemplifies the 
power of community involvement and tne 
spirit of entrepreneurship. 
Thank you, Bill, for your service to our 
community. 

Written by Anne Driscoll 
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