
CLUB MEETING ~ August 8,  2024
Minutes by Joe Driscoll

Joe Driscoll and Mark Sammarone “assist”
Doug Meis at the checkin desk.

Call to Order by Past President Steve Brown
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Bob Rogers
InvocaƟ on from Pastor Chris Franz

GUESTS
ChrisƟ ne Zacarelli, who has submiƩ ed 
an applicaƟ on to join Rotary, guest of 
Chelle Venema
Hank Oberly, a guest of Mike Louis
and Mike Karwic
OƩ o Schaefer, soon to be inducted 
into mambership

NEW MEMBER INDUCTIONS
Ruby Abouraya, Director of Development at the Safe Harbor 
shelter in West Chester, sponsored by Jeff  Cantwell,  was 
inducted into Rotary by Past President Steve Brown.
Alyssa Pennypacker, a transfer member from the WeGo club 
and our former Asst. District Governor, was formally wel-
comed into our club.

.. conƟ nued next page
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TODAY’S PROGRAM   ~  August 15
Club Business  / John Spadaro Classifi caƟ on Talk

NEXT WEEK  ~  August 22
Rebecca Lagravinese

Lavazza: Awakening a BeƩ er World Every Morning

~ PROGRAM ~ 
Sydnie Bayles

“FighƟ ng Childhood Cancer One Cup at a Time”

Steve Bayles had the pleasure of 
intrudinging his daughter  Sydnie 
Bayles, who presented a program 
enƟ tled  “FighƟ ng Childhood 
Cancer One Cup at a Time.”
This dynamic young lady, a third 
year student of Chemical Engi-
neering at Northeastern Univer-
sity, started selling lemonade at 
the age of two, 
in honor of her Noona’s passing 
from cancer. Over the past 19 years, she has raised in ex-
cess of $255,000 for pediatric cancer research through her
own Alex’s Lemonade Stand. 
Money raised also goes toward paƟ ent travel expenses 
and support of siblings of cancer paƟ ents who also need 
encouragement as “super-siblings.”
Sydnie is excited to be co-opƟ ng at a gene therapy com-
pany in Boston as part of her college studies and is closely 
involved in clinical trials.
She outlined the next steps in her eff orts to achieve a goal 
of $300,000 by the end of next summer by doing more 
speaking engagements, hosƟ ng lemonade stands globally, 
securing corporate sponsors, and partnering with local 
businesses or organizaƟ ons.
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MeeƟ ng Minutes conƟ nued

ROTARY TRIVIA CHALLENGE
Where can one fi nd a copy or our club’s by-laws and what 
is  the year of the latest update? [Submit your answer in the 
box on the speaker’s table. A reandom drawing of all correct 
answers will be made each month for a “great” prize.]

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Iron Hill Brewery will donate 20% of food sales on Wednes-
days in September to our Rotary club.  See details in the next 
News You Can Use on Monday August 14th,
Club Social Hour next Wednesday at the home of Steve 
Bayles
Help needed for our Club InformaƟ on Booth on Sunday 
August 18th at the Melton Center - 10 am to 4 pm

HAPPY BUCKS
Steve Bayles happy to be hosƟ ng a Rotary party at his
house next week
Carol Hanson happy to be cruising the Blue Danube
Chelle Venema happy for her guest, ChrisƟ ne Zacarelli and 
to share posiƟ ve news on PaƩ y Jeff eris recovery 
Mark Sammarone needs 5 Rotarians to ride trikes in down-
town West Chester on August 16th

50-50 RAFFLE
Jim Gasho won $22.00 but 
immediately donated his
winnings to Sydnie Bayles’ 
Alex’s Lemonade Fund. He 
pulled the King of Clubs, so 
no jackpot today.

MEETING PHOTOS

ALEX’S LEMONADE STAND

Alexandra “Alex” ScoƩ  
of Manchester, Conn. 
was diagnosed with 
cancer just before her 
fi rst birthday in 1996.. 
When she was 4 years 
old, she told her par-
ents she wanted to set 
up a lemonade stand 
in their front yard. Her plan: to give the money to doctors 
to help them fi nd a cure. Her fi rst “Alex’s Lemonade Stand” 
(held with the help of her older brother, Patrick) raised an 
astonishing $2,000 in one day. 
While bravely fi ghƟ ng her own cancer, Alex conƟ nued to 
set up lemonade stands every year. The news spread and 
soon people everywhere were inspired to start their own 
lemonade stands — donaƟ ng the proceeds to her cause.
In 2004, when Alex passed away at the age of 8 — her 
stand and inspiraƟ on had raised more than $1 million to-
wards fi nding a cure for the disease that took her life. Alex’s 
Lemonade Stand FoundaƟ on was started by her parents in 
2005 to conƟ nue the work that Alex began. Since its incep-
Ɵ on, it has raised more than $300 million and funded over 
1,500 research grants to help kids fi ght cancer.

More informaƟ on about how to “make lemons into lemon-
ade” is at www.alexslemonade.org/


