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CLUB MEETING ~ August 1, 2024
Minutes by Brian Fahey

O —

Bill Friedman happily took members
money at the check-in desk.

Call to Order by President Catherine Friedman
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mac Neilon
Invocation from Howard Sundwall

Sue Casso Rogers delivered a Mission Moment highlighting
Rotary Fellowships.

GUESTS

Mike Louis introduced Jake Shane, a new associate at his
firm. Rob Malone introduced Sophia Heslep from the Hous-
ing Partnership.

ROTARY TRIVIA CHALLENGE

Where can one find a copy or our club’s by-laws and what
is the year of the latest update? [Submit your answer in the
box on the speaker’s table. A reandom drawing of all correct
answers will be made each month for a “great” prize.]

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Rich Murray presented the Rotarian of the Month awards to
Deb Sparre and Suzette Webb.

On August 14th there will be a club Happy Hour at the home
of Steve Bayles.

.. continued next page

TODAY’S PROGRAM ~ August 8
Sydnie Bayles
“Fighting Childhood Cancer One Cup at a Time”
NEXT WEEK ~ August 15
Club Business / Classification Talk from John Spadaro

~ PROGRAM ~

James Tupitza
“Prosecutors & Courts vs. the Real Estate Industry.”

Deb Sparre introduced James
Tupitza whose presentation
was entitled, “Prosecutors &
Civil Courts vs. The Real Estate
Industry.” Jim has been a real
estate attorney for forty-eight
years and has been active in
the Chester County Bar Asso-
ciation.

James started by professing
that club member Joe Driscoll
is the smartest person in our club, and had a story/
joke to back it up!

James reported that there is no truth to the percep-
tion that real estate agents, especially buyers’ agents,
are making excessive sums on commissions.

In the recent past however, some sellers have alleged
that buyers’ agents were collecting commissions that
were too exorbitant and started ant-trust litigation.
The litigation was built on a shaky premise, but never-
theless it succeeded in court. The issue has been liti-
gated and appealed several times at different levels in
our justice system. The litigation has complicated the
process of buying and selling real estate and has also
overlooked some problems that could be easily solved.




Announcements continued

On August 18th, Community Day at the
Melton Community Center. Volunteers
are needed.

Austin Aimone spoke about the Vo-
cational Service Committee. Our club
is relaunching the committee. Anyone
interested in networking can text Austin
at 732-272-4521.

HAPPY BUCKS

Carol Hanson is happy about Bob
Frame having lunch with her nephew
and his boss. Bob is helping them with
networking. She is also happy that the
Rotary Foundation has approved a
matching grant for Hands Across the
Sea, which provides books to students
from other countries.

Linda Hicks is happy about having
known Joan Batory, who was an active
Rotary member at several clubs. Joan
passed away recently.

Steve Bayles is happy about his daugh-
ter presenting at next week’s Rotary
meeting. She’ll be presenting about
Alex’s Lemonade Stand.

John Scwab is happy about celebrating
his wedding anniversary of fifty-five
years.

Matt McKeon Is happy about becom-
ing an uncle for the first time with his
husband, who also became an uncle for
the first time.

Melissa Baxter is happy about being an
aunt, and a “cool aunt” nonetheless!

Paul Woodruff is happy about having
his wife home from the hospital. He
is also happy about having had Bill
Ronayne’s company come fix his air
conditioning on a hot afternoon.

50-50 RAFFLE

Gary Hewitt purchased the winning
ticket, but did not draw the Queen of
Spades.

A BIT OF CLUB HISTORY

On July 3rd, 1941, The Rotary Club of West Chester kicked
off its 20th year. Newly elected President Dewees Mostel-
leer presided over a membership of 73 that included 6
charter members. Dues for the year were $25.

During the first six months of that year,
we would add five new members includ-
ing Dr. Elwood “Ossie” Spellman who
served as a member and president of the
West Chester School Board from 1951 to
1969 as well as Rotary District Governor.

The big fundraiser that summer was a
picnic benefiting the Boys Work Com-
mittee that was held at Tom Simmon’s
Farm in Westtown on August 21’st. The

highlight of the evening would be a “Corn Eating” contest.
On October 11, we hosted a Shooting Contest and Clam
Bake with the Lions Club at the WC Gun Club. For $4.50,
you got 50 shells, targets and all the clams you could eat.
As the Votary proclaimed, “On Saturday, we shoot Lions”

[Editor’s Note: four times a year, our club’s Communica-
tions Committee publishes WC Rotary Quarterly News —
which is sent to friends and prospective members of the
club and distributed to the bueinsss community and others.
“A Bit of Club History” is a regular column in the Quarterly
News written by club Historian Bill Friedmann from which
the above notes are excerpted. Thanks Bill.]
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