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CLUB MEETING ~ October 17, 2024
Minutes by Matt McKeon

Call to Order by Past Pres. Rich Murray
Pledge of Allegiance led by Matt McKeon
Invocation offered by Rev. Chris Franz

GUEST
Dempsey G., guest of Miranda Reilly
Kathie Sinopoli of Fayetteville, NY, Rich Murray’s aunt

BIRTHDAYS
Bob Frame wished a happy birthday to Mark Lucas
Bob Rogers wished a happy birthday to Brian Fahey

OCTOBER ROTARY TRIVIA CHALLENGE

What are the seven pillars of Rotary? Email your answer to
President Catherine to be eligible a “great prize” drawing at
tour last meeting of the month.

NEW MEMBER INDUCTION

Rotarian Chuck Heckenberger,
who receltly moved to our
community, was inducted
into the West Chester Rotary
Club by Sue Casso Rogers.
Chuck’s sponsor and mentor
is Steve Brown.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Michelle Venema reminds us to sign up for the club partici-
patoin in the WC Christmas Parade.
... continued next page

TODAY’S PROGRAM ~ October 24
Jamie Jones / Whirlaway Travel
Human Connection Through Travel

NEXT WEEK ~ October 31
Matt Myers and Jeannette Barr
PA Institute of Technology.

~ PROGRAM ~
Classification Talks -

Phoebe Kitson-Davis

Phoebe is a former paster at First
Presbyterian Church in West
Chester. She mentions that she
has ADD and dyslexia, which fac-
tors into her communicative style.
Phoebe was born in New Jersey
as the youngest of five children.
She graduated from the West-
town School and then Springfield
College, where she majored in Physical Education and played
D1 hockey and lacrosse.

At 25, she lived in the sub-Saharan African country of Niger
during a time of drought and famine in that country. While
there, Phoebe gained a sobering perspective as she watched
people, including children, die under these harsh conditions.
When she returned she went to seminary and was ordained
in the First Presbyterian Church of West Chester, where she
was the family and youth pastor. She also spent time at the
Church of the Living Shepherd. Phoebe retired from the min-
istry just over two weeks ago.

Phoebe is married to her husband Doug and has two chil-
dren. Phoebe has a passion for people and peace-making.
She is excited to join West Chester Rotary because of her
love to serve others.

Mark Lucas

Mark is from Buckinghamshire, England in the United King-
dom, just a few miles from the birthplace of William Penn.
Mark went to Bath University on a notional engineering
scholarship, although he received his diploma in marketing.
While at university, Mark lived in the famous Bath Crecent,
one of the iconic landmarks of the city.

... continued next page



Announcements continued

Members should eat at Barnaby’s every Tuesday in October
to earn a 20% contribution of your food order to the West
Chester Rotary Foundation.

Phoebe Kitson-Davis — reminds us about the Annual
Stockings for Soldiersrs — please donate your left-over Hal-
loween candy, paperback books, socks, etc.. Bring all items to
Rotary meeting by November 21.

Mac Neilon reminds us about Community Warehouse this
Saturday at 9 a.m.

Sue Casso Rogers reminds us that there will be the tradi-
tional Thanksgiving Week Rotary Happy Hour at Side Bar on
Tuesday, November 26.

HAPPY BUCKS

Mac Neilon - for the Rotarians attend-
ing his award dinner this week

Katie Martin - for her company’s shred-
ding event this coming Satu'day

Alyssa Pennypacker - for meeting with
Chuck Heckenberger

Paul Woodruff - for the children’s book
he wrote that will be published soon

Bill Winters - for learning that he will
be a great-grandfather

Doug Meis - for his IOU for not wearing
his Rotary pin last meeting

John Schwab - for Rotary merchandise
sale coming up the Fall

Rich Murray for the Hickman
fundraiser

50-50 RAFFLE

Jeannie McGinn had the winning
ticket, but the Queen of Spades
was not drawn. So sad.

There’s over $300 in the pot! now.
Get your tickets!

i THE MAC
OF ROTAR

Mark Lukas Classification Talk continued

Mark has over 30 years of sales
and marketing experience in
telecommunications with custom-
ers across the world. He speaks
French and German and travels
extensively for his work. In 1999,
Mark helped start Virgin Cars, a
startup which sold cars online. He
helped raise $50 million in capital
for Virgin Cars, which licensed
the Virgin brand. The first year
turnover was over $500 million.

Mark moved to the US with his American wife Dr. Jacqui
Shea. Jacqui has 20 + patents to her name, mainly in the field
of vaccines. Jacqui sits on many boards and was the CEO of
Aeros in Rockville, Maryland. She is now the CEO of Inovio in Plym-
outh Meeting, which is concerned with vaccine development.

Mark occupies his time sitting on two corporate boards, sailing,
flying gliders, studying for his BA in philosophy and psychology, and
coaching rugby referees. He and his wife have two children, Noah
and Ella, and two dogs named Palmer and Charlie.

Phoebe’s
Show and Tell
Table
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